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National Junior Honor Society is UPcycling! 
Michelle Enser, Advisor 

 
 The members of the WVCS National 
Junior Honor Society are taking recycling a 
step UP! We have joined with Terracycle to 
help reduce waste and UPcycle drink 
pouches. Members will collect, cut, count and 
send used drink pouches to Terracycle. There 
is a Drink Pouch collection bin located in the 
Cafeteria and in Mrs. Enser’s classroom. 
 Terracycle uses these empty drink 
pouches to make and sell items such as pencil 
pouches, bags, and backpacks. They accept 
Capri Sun and Kool-Aid pouches, as well as 
any drink pouch. They do NOT accept drink 
boxes. In return, the NJHS will collect 2 cents 
for each pouch for the school. 
 Students simply need to remove the 
straw and drop the pouch in the collection 
bin.  You may also send empty pouches from 
home to help. It really is THAT easy! 
 For information about Terracycle, 
visit www.terracycle.net  where you can pur-
chase upcycled items or find a retailer nearby. 
Direct your questions about the program to 
Mrs. Michelle Enser at 942-3293 ext. 408 or 
menser@wvalley.wnyric.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Turn this          into                  this. 

Picture Retake Day 
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WVCS NEWSLETTER  is published as a service to district residents, taxpayers, students, parents, and em-
ployees.  This year’s newsletter is published and distributed by the first of each month.  We are able to bring the 
newsletter to you monthly because of the complimentary publishing provided by the WVDP.  WVCS wants to 
acknowledge and thank the WVDP, especially Vickie Erlandson for performing this service.  Newsletter dead-
lines will be the 20th of each month and can be submitted via email to cbenz@wvalley.wnyric.org. 
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The 11th Annual Financial Aid Night 
By Matthew LaBrake 

 
 This is a reminder to attend the "11th Annual Financial Aid Night" at West Valley Cen-
tral School. At 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 3, 2009, in the cafeteria, Elisabeth Rankin, 
Financial Aid Counselor, from Saint Bonaventure University will provide information for 11th 
and 12th graders and their parents on the financial aid process including; completion of the 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) forms, grants, scholarships, and various 
student and parent loans.  
 Financial aid is money that comes in many forms. It generally consists of a combination 
of grants (actual cash that you do not have to pay back), scholarships (actual cash awarded for 
academic achievement), and loans (must be paid back). These types of aid come from a variety 
of sources: the college itself, individual states, private donors, and the Federal Government (by 
far the largest source of aid). Once you’ve filled out the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) via the internet (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/) colleges will extend to you the types 
of aid for which you are eligible. 
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 First Family Reading Night 
 
 The first Family Reading Night for this year was held on Thursday, October 8th in the WVCS 
cafeteria. Forty five  kids and their families attended a presentation by beekeeper Keelan Darling of Free-
dom, NY. Mrs. Darling shared posters, props and lots of interesting facts about bees and the art of bee-
keeping. 
 The posters on display depicted the life cycle of bees and some photos of Mrs. Darling and her 
bee hives. Some of the props the kids passed around include a honey scraper, a bee brush (to brush away 
bees from the hive), bottles of honey from her hives (which, interestingly, can be different colors and fla-
vors depending on which flowers the nectar came from) and the most interesting piece was the bee hive 
in a glass case. This had about 700 real live bees inside it that were busy doing their bee thing. The kids 
observed the drones who are bigger than the worker bees and the constant moving from all the bees. 
Their movements generate heat which is important to keep the queen bee warm. It has to be between 80 
and 90 degrees in the hive for her to lay eggs. The kids could touch the glass and feel the warmth! Mrs. 
Darling also explained that honey is the only food product that does not go bad. It can ferment if it has 
too much water or it can crystallize over time, but is still edible. Here are more interesting facts about 
bees from Mrs. Darling’s presentation: 
  * Bees have few natural predators– bears are interested in the honey while                                                      
  skunks enjoy eating the bees 
  * Honey is made from nectar from flowers and bee spit. 
  * Honey bees can only sting once, then they die. If you get stung, push the                                     
  stinger off to the side with a fingernail or credit card. Trying to pull it out will release  
  more venom as you squeeze the stinger. 
  * The life expectancy for a bee is 30 days for a worker bee during the summer and 3  
  months in the winter where their job is to protect the queen against the cold. The queen  
  can live for several years. 
  * Beekeepers use smoke to make bees feel drowsy (like we do after a big Thanksgiving  
  dinner) so they can work near them and not get stung. 
  * Bees wax is produced by the bees to build their honeycomb. It is used by us for many  
  things including candles, lip balm and lotion. 
  * A drone bee’s only responsibility to the hive is to mate with the queen. They don’t have 
  jobs and they don’t help out.  
   * When the queen bee dies, the hive needs to replace her. In order to develop a queen bee, 
  worker bees feed a worker bee egg a substance they produce called “royal jelly” which  
  will enable the egg to develop into a bee that can reproduce. 
 
We hope that all the families who came to the presentation had fun and learned a lot. Thank you for com-
ing out –we look forward to seeing you in November!!  
 
           Loreen Butcher & Michelle Pfeffer 
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The International Connections Club 
 

Presents 
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Friday, November 13 
 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

West Valley Central School Auditorium 
 

 
 

- Featuring - 
 

Fabulous, authentically-prepared PASTA dishes 
Fresh salad, Italian bread, Home-baked desserts 

Beverages 
 

music –decorations – real “atmosphere”!  - You’ll feel like you’re…in Italy! 
 

$8.00 - adults;    $5.00 - 12 and under 
 

Presale tickets are encouraged! 
 

Call the WVCS business office 942-3293 x 301 for details! 
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Fall Sports Senior Recognition Pictures 
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New and Improved Elementary Computer Lab 
By: Bryan Hansen 

 
There have been many technological changes taking place at 
West Valley.  The elementary computer lab has changed as well.  
Students that come to the lab are using a variety of programs 
ranging from typing to fun activities on the Internet.  Our main 
program this year is Master Guru.  It is an interactive website that 
allows students to reinforce skills taught in the classroom.  In ad-
dition to Master Guru we are also using a variety of websites to 
reinforce skills that students are learning in the classroom.  For 
example, Study Island is a website devoted to learning questions 
that have been on previous state tests, including regent exams as well. Also new this year 
is the learning of touch typing.  In a web 2.0 based learning environment, it is important 
to learn how to type well.  We are starting the learning of touch typing at the third grade 
level.  We use programs like PAWS and Type to Learn.  
 
Below I have listed some websites that are educational and will help the students con-
tinue their education at home. 
www.playmasterguru.com – Students can log in as themselves. 
www.studyisland.com – State test review 3-12 
www.ixl.com – Math practice! 
http://www.mhschool.com/math/2009/ca/assets/factdash.html - Math fact learning. 
http://www.starfall.com/ - Reading practice. 
www.abcya.com – Fun games for grades K-6 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html - Fun learning games for grades K-6 
http://www.funbrain.com/ - Fun learning games for K-6 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ - Touch typing practice. 


